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1 

na^*ffi*^*-&Sfc«>oi!iliW*7i'-b^ffl«« 

£EltT % BH1IH87 * -t Xffl1i$gEH^ © i: , 

*«y h7-**A-l/T^7-<7>bte8«lSn, WEtt 

SBEJRKJ&DT, *<y h7-?±©ifiBtS$8<^f£*fT : 

fiUfcil fcfcftSfctSilHIWBEfcS'XTA. 
±©I!)B1ii?SBEffi^&£®iSsLT. ttHWfBEfe^S© 

[11*13] mifSKBt»ffi$3^i&^ Mte, 
7 - * ±cD»IB11tlfiBEfi¥f3<D U^h%^7^7yH: 
E«-r5*ffi«:WL, KIffii)lB«HB7^-tXffl««»±, 

§ ft 46©Ht$B£#£y c: i: fc«r« 4: f 2 hB«<D» 

Hjl5»B1f$S7^-bXffl1t$Bti. ^7-<7yhK»L 

[II*J15] ^>*-*>y h±©1t8Mc7*-t:XRjfiE 

U *7-f7yhfre><E>7*-fe 
XtciSDT, ^5l'7>btcJ*UTl)!lHfliaott5SS* 

i6<£>iJjBtitfB7 2 -tr Xffl1tfS%Efe-r S Built $87 * -fe 
Xffl1flfiEM^I»Bt> 

*-y h7-**frLT\ ffiE*iSg#*fc%*JfflLfc* 

7-*±©lftIiWfli©fcs!5**tv\ M1tfS^'J>^ 
Wffifc^CrlfcSSl&SS** 5 7 > h fcBEft-f 3l!jB1t$B 



ftHPF 1 1 -8 8 4 1 9 

2 

fc^7-<7>h^507^-bXKJSi;T, HHUHHWE 

e%fif9ftBii!«E«¥)efc^trc tmmttzm 

6 ] * -y h 7- 2 ±©»iS««Efi*a*» 
SRLT, WHttffliEMTcOUXh^flF^-rS'J^M^* 

w&#tyc t£^a£i-sw*iR5ts«MBif$BBE 

ORMUB 7 ] bu!B U X h- flsjS* JSH: J: o TflflaiS ftfc 
U 7, h % f 7 > bfcEfi* * 'J 7. r-E<§W&^ 

tuIEiffl1f$g7?-feXffltitlfi&, ^7-T7>h^W 
LT> buIBU X h Efg^litc j; o TE{S5 n5 'J7hS 

c i:^^ai:-r?.W#3S6IB«^il)iiH»lgE<a^}*o 
C»#«8] fufB®)Bl1tfEBE<§¥» E«-rS»H 

§ siffl t°p ^ hmmmmttnmz ■& s fc 

So 

[0 001] 

LT, ||]li1t$B%E{S-rSfc4!)CD»iiB1«$86E{g->XxA 
[0 0 0 2] 

^tCJv;V^^T^ 7lf fS^BB^lf ZtcibW^?- * t 
^7tf$BEm^XxAtf^ffl{t;£ftT^3o CCDi^^: 
v;^^7 ? ^7l*fBBEfMi/X-r^<D-WtLTti, ^7 
-r7>h^60WB, #l|Bt0©JR8E#fcJ5i;T, -9— 

^- • *y • tw k (wt^ v o d fctaa-r,, ) ">xf 

[0 0 0 3] tj£*©v;l/f-><'r-r7l»f8Eft*>'7rA 

7« fSBEM^X-r ^©WJ^O-CT*^ L fc t, ©T'S §o 
£<Dmzni\sttWVti.* v;l/^^rV7-t-A9 l A, 
9 1 B, 9 1 Ctc^LT, ^nftl#ffi«LAN (Loca 
1 Area Network) 9 2 A. 9 2 B, 9 2C£ftLT, ^ 
7^7>hi:^§llffl^*SB9 3 A, 9 3B. 9 3 
CtflSSESttT, *n j e f tlS!ibfcv;l/^->CT-<7l»« 

Ees/^rA^wussnri/^. 

[0 0 0 4] H 9 K^bfcS/^-r ^'Jffl#^i^ * 
Kgl9 3A, 9 3B. 9 3 CSrffl^T, S^f^ 
7=V7-9— 1 A. 9 1 B. 9 1 CtcWLT, 1ff8© 

-f7+r-/^9 1 A. 9 1 B, 9 1Ctf, &S|&*gH9 3 
50 A, 9 3 B , 9 3Cfc#LT8fSe£ J *>«**HS3J:5 



(3) 
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[0005] mQicTrsLtcmvte, w&w^tirj 

9 3B)^;Wf^7t-A9 1A, 9lCfc7£ 
•feXbfc'K &^/l/f-*7V7"-9--/<9 1 A, 9 1 B, 
9 1 CH-CWWfc^OfcOf 5Cfctt-p!?ft^6 
[0006] 

W^<0^)^^ : r-\7^—^\^^^t^^ : f-^ ; r-< 10 
7tlfB£f'Jfflbfc^i§£tffe£<, *ifc, V7l/^*fV7 

(D v;1/t^ 7+t-/ 7 ^ X 1 5 ttift fS± b ^ 
*°0 0 0 7] bfrbfttf£, fiejfeOv^^r-fTttffll 20 

[0 0 0 8] £1\ &v;W^7^7-9— /^tZftZtl 
[0 0 0 9] 3:fc> ^v;U^^xV7+>--^Oftffi^cD 

^•^f f -<7-t-/^ffl^Tiffgo^^Ti/\ ^-n^n 

[0 0 10] MC, tt$&B(i* *y F7-*±fcfc£ 
tS^^f-f 7tf-/*©*j£*fc*£te#-&2 , 3* 

<, ttff*^"PfeofcD, a— ?W#7x-7.£><# 

IS tf T a - If ^ V * 7 x - * £«T 3 

[0 0 1 1] Hfc, WOgftStga^v/l/^x-i^ 

ufyL*. mmlcmW^y* F— /UbT*3<jfrgtf 

[0 0 l 2] *5^ttfrfrSHHj&K«#Tfc£nfct> 

0, ElfcSttScfc&WffifcLfcftiEliSEteS'*'?- 50 



[0 0 13] 

Xt-LIZ, F7-**ftLT*7>f7>'M::S«S- 
T-hT'toZV-JlV • 7-f F • 7i7"£f'JfflbT, 

gMWi%*a*-&*fci6©l!lli*«7^-tXfflflBB*E 
te"f5»iBtt«7*-feXffl««EM¥84:, *>yF7- 

's© U > * W«J&$€y«iR*fi*«: ^7-{7>h fcEffl-T 

tt5RJ8*fc^*n5 'J yttomtftmLtcirv'tryb 
^6,©7^-bXKJ5i;T, »a««oEte«rfr^iiH1t 
«E^Si:*fll^.fct>«>T?*5o 
[0 0 14] *«Hi<D»iB1(M8E(g£ffiti:, Jy*-* 
>y F±0«fHfc7*fcX^ffifc*S->Z-r£>"efcS7- 
;1/F • 7-f F • 7x7**JfflU *-y F7-*£:»b 
T> ^7^7y Ffre>£>7?-feX£lSbT, ^7-f7> 

saa*a*«fli*^S'S5fe*i>©iiiBi9*7^-fe^ffl 

Wa*E€t5»!liS1Wfi7^-l:XfflttfflEfe¥iei:x * 
•y F7-?%:l>bT> *3S£3lUafl6£*UfflLfc*-7-f7 

^tf&^SSHfc ^7Y7>h tcEii-T 5 iftiitS^t&fSs^ 
lit, H7-^£:)>bT, ^iSalS^Sil^^ 

t>y<<7y FA^OTS'-feXfclSbT. ijH1f$fit0Efe 
*(t 5 ftiliflHHE® i: £Sty t So 

[0 0 1 5] *«W<DfWW*Efei'^ , rA-eii, fbS 
1*«7*-feXffl1«BE®#©K«fco't\ 7-/1/ F • 

F • ^x^^f'JfflbT, ^7-f7>'F^'D07^-bXt 

»Httffl7*-tXfflW«ft*EMSti5o »iB** 

^tyfcSseStf^^yhfcEfciStiS. »H 

7 y F ^ e> 07 ^ -tr 7. tc fS b r , iftii1t!Btf>Efa # frfr 

[0 0 16] *^cDKiii1«ISEfB^?ir'ti^ ©JiH^fB 
7^-trXffllflfSEft^Htc ioT, 7-;l/F • 7-C F • 



(4) 

5 

7x7*$JfflU *«y h7-***rl/t, ^7-f7yF 
frfjCDT^-fcXlCJSCT, t*747y FtC*tLTS)Ii1i 

Hgt £ -£ 5 J6©ttiB1ilg7 7 -fe XffiHf IStf IBM * n 
[0 0 17] 

coo 1 8] @3 *nw<D-nmcoBMicgk%mm 

mmmi/7,T Lt LT©v;l/7^f : V7li$BS2{8v'X 

-f 7tifSBB{i^Xxi,«> ^fy£-*>y F±<0l«?8tc7 20 
V*LXv]mttZ>i'7>TLX>&?> t 7-)\'Y • 7-Y F • 7 
x7" (World Wide Web ; OT> WWWtMBfo ) £ffl<^ 

4*3, WTOi, v/l/f-^-r^tiHRfc, WH1*$BT-ft 

[0 0 19] v;^*-f ^TflWHEES'Xr ^ 1 * 
■y F7-7 2CSBR*n, t=747V hfr^cDKHIffS 
<0&5Rg#KJ£i;i\ *v h 2±Ol!iimMB<0* 

^^yhKM-rafcs&tf— ><3 S t, *-yh7~* 

2 husk? ^n^'n, ^i^y Mc}i#rt3g]ffl 

3Ct, *-y b7-^2t«IKSn, ««R-9--^3St 

[0 0 2 0] &*3, *'y h7-^ 2(cSM^4l5iS*S 
H4, ^^3 S, ^Wr-f/^'iSA-a 40 

*iJIEttfc<f\, 

[0 0 2 l ] ttiR-9--^3 Stt, *^(C*3WS®)H1« 
JSU v;l/f^f-f7t-^3 A~3 C&, *f|B^(ct5 
[0 0 2 2] 0 2te, H3fc:fe^StftfR-9-— '^3 S, v 
F7x7«lfiR*^-r7'P-y*H-pfeSo 4*5. £<O0T* 



WBB¥ 1 1 -8 8 4 1 9 

6 

3C$\ +>--^3 4:bTgbTI/^o 
[0 0 2 3] "9— -/<53tt, =iy\£aL-2*to\ It, C 
(D^>lfa-^*^1 ncfflftSttfer-r xTW l 
2, tf-Kl 3, V7X1 4*5<fel>*/N-K-r-<X^ 
gil 5a, 1 5 bftWULT^Zo nytfa-^*{* 1 

ui, cpu w&mmmw) 2 It, ROM OJ-F 

• *yv • ^u) ts^tfR am (3y#i± • 7^-tx 

• fcStf^tU 2 2 f-f77W 1 2©$i] 
UfflOf-f X^W3V hP-5 2 3i:> *-tf-Fl 
3t3J:t>*v7Xl 4fcS8ISft, xm^^rS'JfflJ-rsAtB 

• I/OfctE-To ) nyhD-72 4t, m 
-KrVX^il 5 a. 1 5 b£*]»-f 

Kf-f X^y hn-72 5t, &vhV— Z ZKWffi. 
ZtU im©Sffl£:ft5**y h7-^^y hn-^2 6 
fcfcfiTU cn&ttIV^I^U2 7lc<£-oTg*5t£tlT 
1^5. CPU2H2:, **'J 2 2(fOR AMfcfEfcflSW 
tLT, A-FfY7^iai 5 a, 1 5 btCfcoTSB 
H£tifc7 ^'J ^— a yfa if^h^mjt %> «t 9 lc 

[00 2 4] **SB4ti, nytfa-^*tt3 1 fc, 
CCDnytfa-^*i*3 lfcSgHStirc7*^X7*U-f 3 
2, +-#-K3 3, "77X3 4, 7.e-*3 5a, 3 
5 b^rfA-Hf-fX^glS 6*fil*.-tVSo 
l^i-^*i*3 Hi, CPU4 lt, ROM^SiU-'R A 
M^tStfJ 4 2 f-fX^W3 2(DUmm<0 ; f 
jX7l"(3y HP- ^ 4 3 t, MPEG (Moving Pic 
ture Experts Group) JSteli:J:*H«l-r-*<&E», 

fisas^froMPEGjaaau 4 1, +-#-K3 3*3 

^^•777, 3 4fcgMSIS*u Atti73^3ii|ffll-r§ I /Oa 
VhP-745i: > Xtf-*3 5a, 3 5 bA^CO^^ 

n-5 4.7t, h7— *2fc8«tStt, iifeOWW 
^ff^'y b"7-?3y 4 8 Ctl6 

(±5lHc/^4 9tCj;oT^$nT^i)o 4*5 % MP 
EGJQag|54 4 ti, M-K7x7T-H^LTt>«};^L, 
V7F7x7T^IibT ! f>«l;l>c CPU 4 Hi, 
4 2*©RAM*flF»«S«4:LT, ^-Ff-VX^^S 
3 6»cJ:-3T8Ett$nfc77*U'ir— >a y-fW-yUt 

y F7*v7^iJ^t, MPEG^ISfCkS 
B$r- ^ ©S4A S "It6T% J avaX5"J7°F ^K)^ 

[0 0 2 5] El ti> HSfCfeltSttsB-y— ^3 S, T 
^ r -f 7-9— / ^ 3 A ~ 3 C *j «t t>*«*SB 4 Ott^g 
^ f ^fig 7" U -y * 0 T § o 

[0026] ss*sb 4 1±, mwwmmm^. * 

5 0 C(DiS*^B4li, WWW^rfiJfflLT-ry^— 



(5) 



f 7^7^355 i fcflia.TvSo co^y^- 

*-y F7^7+fSI55 1 tt, -0§W&igffl7^7-*fV7 F 
7x7 (®mt*v hX^r-y-ttry-^ (Netscape N 
avigator (^BNetscape Communications t±£>i&^) ) 

-*-y F 777-9^5 1 (aot/ftID-A3SJ: 

[0 0 2 7] 2BgW7^-tXffl*-i»^-^5 2»i, 
^■9"-^3 S £<D J P*)9l*)*fi?tttb<D3.—V'(V2— 
7i-XlSffe^ *Jffl#tfv;l/f-*7 f -r7'9w*3 
A ~ 3 C ©ma* J f > 8«^ i 6aE«*'9'tc«lB**K 7 * 

W7^-bXffl^-i*^-v , 5 2ti, J a v a/o^? 
y^BfgT'fB^^n/c^PyvA^iyHTM L (Hype 
rText Markup Language ) rfcfrT'^J^ftT^&o 
[0 0 2 8] SiiW7^-feXffl*-A^-> ? 5 2 lis * 

->vjxhm*'Uwmm5 3. *-y-m^&t>it 20 

tt& 5 4 , ' «J$«Mfc 5 5 

r-f 7 If 3.-7^**5 6££LTl>3 0 +J--AUX 

[0 0 2 9] *-7-FHlr v &trtt:«Mi5 4tt, 
9- K^SHi-rsaMBTfeS. +-7- Fffll/^trt*« 

a^icfcTt^o «ss«s*a^ • mmms 5*4, 

[0 0 3 0] •?;W L ;><T , -r7lf:i-7Etf#M£5 6M\ 

§ fcidKi&gS: 7°P ^ A-e$>?> T/l^ r-f 7 tf a - 
7 5 7^ v;l/^/rV7+>— /^6«»-TS*fiB-e* 

So ^#^nrcT;^^f : V7ea-7 5 7 a, 

M-Ff^**8B3 6tetS«£ft3. 
r^7ta-7K»«ffi5 6tt, S*S@4^v;l/f-^ 40 
fV 7-^-^7 ^-bXLfc^fc, W;l/f^f-f7 
■9- - / Sfr e> SBfS $ ft S »]Bffi^ £ fc #> lc 
v;l/^^-rV7lfa-7^Hufc^#$nTV^^^ 
fc0}&, fC7^^f-f 7-9--Afr , £$t#1~3J: 5 t 

[0 0 3 l] liSW7^-trXffl*-^-> ! 5 2(c*3tt 
S±j$W^«ffi5 3~56tt, HTMLiflctftlS 
Java 7 P Py75y^Wf§T'IB3S?nrc7°P^7A 
*\ HS*«H4!!j<||tTfSi:fctJ:oT^S«nS«}:5 



11-88419 



8 



[00 3 2] +)— rtV X FJt^ • «J*«fi6 5 3 ft, *H 
U X FSSMStfilfcttfcU *~7- FH^fc 

««*«filfci*lSL, v;l^M7V7tfa-7«tf#<$& 

[oo 3 3] sit, m&mt.*&4)—>* 

T> fcJK*2S?5U «5KteS£«*SB 4 fcig-r«fil* 

7*-feXffl*-A^-^5 2*fii«fU ffi*SB4tf>jg 
Kll$ti-fcW-3g#fcJSUT, «B*«B4fc^7>'D-F 

[0 0 3 4] tftiRU— ^3Sfi, WWW^fJfflLT, H 
*aB44o«ta*v;^^r , ^7-y--^3 A~3C^W 
9^^75-02-*^ F+f- /^W6 1 i:, CCO-fy 
*-*. y /*»6 lfcftLT, «S*«B4*>6tt* 

-C7-9--A3 A~3 CfcWLTlWflMRO**©*^* 
trV\ 7-9"-^3 A~3 CA^O^SS 

fcBDSiifcT* tt*SB4fcEg-fattiK»6 2£* 
fB^-T^S. -fy*-*y Ftf->*»6 1«, WWW£ 

WS$rfr9fcto©V7 h7x7tC«toTH^^n§„ 

i: i^tf tlS V 7 h 7 x 7 J; o n?.o 
[0 0 3 5] tftiS»6 2», ^W*i:-r^v;U^><f-" 
^7-9—^, -r^^%«*S§4A^7^-trXnIftl^v;l/ 
f^f-f 7-9--^« U X 'JXh6 3^fP 

figL, >f F ■9-/^356 1 ^/>LTi|g*^H4 

tcga{fr?.^t*br^?.o •»t-^uxF6 3a, 

6 2ti. «*8H4tfttfR-9--^3 Stc7^-bXLfct 
^{c, Sft, |g^LTV^- ; <';l'f-^7 ? i'7-9-->' , ;0*8U 
^^t?-9--^'JX h 6 3^atC, ^7h7- ^2±tC# 
&-r§<teO- ; <';l'^^-rV7^-^^^L, frfc&v;^ 
^■r-f 7-9— /^*5IMLfe*&K:a:, ZtD&m^V-^ 
UXF6 3^l)Px.?>o cnfCfct). HtK, «^£D7^-tr 

[0 0 3 6] Sfc, «lRit-^3 Sfi, jSigW7^-tX 
2*««fU Jg*«B4©S«|l«»c43 

T> )ijSW7^-feXffld->-A^-v ! 5 2?:JS*^B4(c 

[0 0 3 7] v;l/f-^f : V7-9— ^3 A~3 Cti, 
•9— A3 SCDg#(cjfSi:T, »BO«f«tc»JC'rSi'-f F 
;HBH%*3Sb, ttsRIS»**iS"9— 3 S fcJI-r*^ 
i:, «|*SB4^6.©?l*S*K*Si;T, ^StcJtXT 



9 

DVf-* T << 7 If a-7 5 7 £S*gB 4 K £"7 >P- 

— /■'itrfeSo 
[0 0 3 8] v;1>7<-*tV7 , 9-->*3 A~3 

fB't'y*— h-»J--^BP6 4 cam:/*— 
h+r-/Sgl56 4£ftU v;U^^r^7lfa-75 7t 
99! LTiS*^H 4 K*t LT»B1*fH»EM*fT 9 BBfl 
g|56 5fc, tft*tf-'<3 Sfr&©tft5RK#fcJEi;T, 2 

b;M»«%«3RL» ttnosafcttsB-y— ^3 stcjg-r 

x-£^-xx;/^ygf5 6 6 ££ffix.TV>£ 0 

*>y /^SB6 4, IB-fgSP 6 Sfcitf-r-*'"*— XX 

[0 0 3 9] v;l/f^f^7^3A~3C 

^nen, «s*«ii4fc:Era-fs»BtiHB6 7 

W $8 6 7 ^rS^t" SOK^SBft"^^^ -r-f 7 tf a— 7 
5 7fc*«#LTV*o SblBWfB6 7tt, *a©3>r 
(0TH4, iM l , 2, -Ntia-To ) <Or— 

-f WNBflffli (0TH4, ^WH. 2. -NfclB 
"To ) ^t/vt'^5o »HtS$B6 7, *^r-Mt$K6 8 
feilf^l/f-^T-f 7l£a-7 5 7t4, ^- Fr-fX^ 
15a, 15 btcf&8A£n?> 0 
[0 0 4 0] t — — xxy>^yp|56 614, x*— 
— T.ggv'Xx.k (DBMS ; Database Management Sy 
stem) , ^\7L\t^^^— X (Sybase (3^HSybase Inctt 
©SBiS8l) ) iCtoTllSWo r-^^-7>x> 
i/"ygi56 6 14, ^"9—^3 S cD^^SP 6 2*^<Dtt* 
S^CISUT, SQL (Structured Query Language ; 
WJUblSll/^fc-eWE) fcffi^T, *>f r>JHfMH6 8£ 
ftsgl/C, ttfg*ftfcRaTSi>B1MR<0*'(' WW * 

fc^cQffilgft^^^Xftii^TU R L (Uniform 
Resource Locator) i&^OttiSIS**^ h 
■*-/<5ffi6 4£/rLT, ttfS*-'^ 3 SCD^g|5 6 2 £ 

[0 0 4 1] <iy*—%v r-9— /<8B6 4t4, aiiSWT 
^■bXffl^-^^-^5 2<Dv;bx;*x-r"7£ a— 7$ 
5 6 fcipjffl Lfcffl*^H 4 fr&C7*f^f-f 7 
t: a - 78rtW5;RfclS tf T, v;bx >< xV 7 £ a -7 5 
7 £HB£&II 4 IcSBfiT § <fc 9 1 ft o T V ^5 0 

[0 0 4 2] 7;l/f^f-f7lfa-7 5 714, KjiilB$K 

6 7Cayfy^^7* (0«S.tfiiB©fflKttp5£) fc*fr 

jEUfcBBS*ffl7 , py7i»T*fet), i^y^-*7 

h7"7 7-»f07'^^V>y7 Hc£oTV>£ 0 7^-feX 
LT*fc4**S&H4tf, v;Uxy<xV7l£a-7 5 7£ 
LT^&^tttlU Y/l/f^f-fT^a- 1 ? 5 7£ 



5) 1 1 -8 8 4 1 9 
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[0 0 4 3] cCT\ @4£#!SLT, )ijIW7i7-feX 

W7^-fe7.ffl*-A^-> ? 5 2 its mmco^mc, V 
-7 5 7 tioTSi^nsKiawfWi&a^fsfe*® 

HlBfflHBi?£3 7 i*£U C£DSiiaffi$fifl4gP7 HO 
10 TfflJts »BW?fi©?S4^#itfciM1^Sfca©i&B1* 
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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To permit one terminal equipment to easily retrieve 
animation information stored in plural animation information distributing sources 
and also to receive a distribution. 

SOLUTION: A retrieval server 3S distributes a transmissive access homepage 
52 to a terminal equipment 4 in accordance with access from the terminal 
equipment 4. A user uses the transmissive access homepage 52 so as to 
request the retrieval of animation information. The retrieval server 3S retrieves 
animation information on a network in accordance with the retrieval request from 
the terminal equipment 4 and distributes a retrieval result to the terminal 



equipment 4. The user uses the retrieval result so as to receive the distribution of 
animation information from a multi-media server. In this case, the terminal 
equipment 4 down-loads a multi-media viewer 57 required for reproducing 
animation information from the multi-media server as necessary. 
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CLAIMS 
[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] Connect with a client through a network and the World Wide Web 
which is the system made accessible is used for the information on the Internet. 
An information distribution means for animation information access to distribute 
the information for animation information access for realizing the retrieval 
demand function of animation information, and the retrieval result display 
function of animation information to a client according to access from a client, 
Connect with a client through a network and a retrieval demand of the animation 
information from the client using said retrieval demand function is accepted. An 
animation information retrieval means to distribute to a client the retrieval result 
which retrieves animation information on a network and includes the link 
information to animation information, Connect with a client through a network 



and it responds to access from the client using the link information included in 
said retrieval result displayed by said retrieval result display function. The 
animation information distribution system characterized by having the animation 
information distribution means which distributes animation information. 
[Claim 2] Said animation information retrieval means is an animation information 
distribution system according to claim 1 characterized by searching for the 
animation information distribution means on a network, and having the function 
which creates the list of animation information distribution means. 
[Claim 3] It is the animation information distribution system according to claim 2 
which said animation information-retrieval means has further the function which 
distributes the list of animation information distribution means on a network to a 
client, and is characterized by for said information for animation information 
access to include the information for realizing the list display function which 
displays the list distributed by said animation information retrieval means to a 
client. 

[Claim 4] It is the animation information distribution system according to claim 1 
said animation information distribution means has the function which distributes 
a program required for playback of the animation information to distribute, and 
carry out that said information for animation information access contains the 
information for realizing the program acquisition function for playback which 



acquires the program for playback required for playback of animation information 
from an animation information distribution means to a client as the description. 
[Claim 5] Use for the information on the Internet the World Wide Web which is 
the system made accessible, and a network is minded. The information 
distribution procedure for animation information access which distributes the 
information for animation information access for realizing the retrieval demand 
function of animation information, and the retrieval result display function of 
animation information to a client according to access from a client, A retrieval 
demand of the animation information from the client using said retrieval demand 
function is accepted through a network. The animation information retrieval 
procedure which distributes to a client the retrieval result which retrieves 
animation information on a network and includes the link information to 
animation information, The animation information distribution approach 
characterized by including the animation information distribution procedure 
which distributes animation information through a network according to access 
from the client using the link information included in said retrieval result 
displayed by said retrieval result display function. 

[Claim 6] The animation information distribution approach according to claim 5 
characterized by searching for the animation information distribution means on a 
network, and including the list creation procedure which creates the list of 



animation information distribution origin. 

[Claim 7] Said information for animation information access is the animation 
information distribution approach according to claim 6 characterized by including 
the information for realizing the list display function which displays the list 
distributed by said list distribution procedure to a client including the list 
distribution procedure which distributes the list created by said list creation 
procedure to a client. 

[Claim 8] Said information for animation information access is the animation 
information distribution approach according to claim 5 characterized by to 
include the information for realizing the program acquisition function for playback 
which acquires the program for playback required for playback of animation 
information to a client including said animation information distribution procedure 
distributing a program required for playback of the animation information to 
distribute. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 



[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the animation information 
distribution system and approach for distributing animation information to a client. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The multimedia information distribution system for 
distributing multimedia information including animation information to a client in 
recent years is put in practical use. As an example of such a multimedia 
information distribution system, there is a video-on-demand (it is hereafter 
described also as VOD.) system which distributes image data, audio data, etc. 
from a server according to an acquisition demand of the movie from a client, a 
program, etc. 

[0003] To the multimedia server, the terminal unit of dedication was connected 
and the conventional multimedia information distribution system was constituted. 
Drawing 9 shows an example of the conventional multimedia information 
distribution structure of a system. The terminal units 93A, 93B, and 93C of the 
dedication which serves as a client through LANs (Local Area Network) 92A, 
92B, and 92C of dedication, respectively are connected to the multimedia 
servers 91 A, 91 B, and 91 C, and the multimedia information distribution system 
which became independent, respectively consists of examples shown in this 
drawing. 

[0004] In the system shown in drawing 9 , as for a user, delivery, on the other 



hand each multimedia servers 91 A, 91B, and 91 C send a retrieval result and 
information for a retrieval demand and a viewing-and-listening demand of 
information to each terminal units 93A, 93B, and 93C to each multimedia servers 
91A, 91B, and 91C using each terminal units 93A, 93B, and 93C. 
[0005] In the example shown in drawing 9 , since two or more multimedia 
information distribution systems exist independently, as x mark in drawing 
showed, one terminal unit (for example, terminal unit 93B) cannot access the 
multimedia servers 91 A and 91 C, or information cannot be exchanged, between 
each multimedia servers 91A and 91B and 91C. 
[0006] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] By the way, a user has the case 
where he wants to use the multimedia information accumulated in two or more 
multimedia servers. Moreover, although multimedia information is very 
importantly [ as information ] close to human being's sensibility and amount of 
information is also large, so, many resources are needed for are recording. 
Therefore, it is thought that it is not realistic for one site to concentrate, and to 
accumulate and manage all multimedia information, and it becomes in use to 
accumulate in two or more sites dispersedly. Therefore, the situation that one 
user accesses two or more multimedia servers may occur. 
[0007] However, since the system which the terminal unit of dedication was 



connected to each multimedia server, and became independent consisted of 
conventional multimedia information distribution systems, there were the 
following troubles. 

[0008] First, since operating instructions differed for every terminal, each 
multimedia server had the trouble that actuation was complicated, respectively, 
while the terminal unit of dedication was needed, respectively and cost 
increased to each multimedia server, since specifications differed. 
[0009] Moreover, from the difference in the structure of each multimedia server, 
information needed to be retrieved by each method using each multimedia 
server, the result needed to be obtained from each terminal unit, respectively, 
and there was a trouble that actuation was complicated. 

[0010] furthermore, the configuration and environment of a multimedia server 
where a terminal unit exists on a network - not depending - it does not obtain, 
therefore there is no versatility in a user interface, and there was a trouble that 
actuation will need to be complicated, construction of a user interface will need 
to be complicated, or it will be necessary to change a user interface according to 
the configuration of a multimedia server or an environmental change. 
[0011] Furthermore, in order to view and listen to the animation of two or more 
multimedia servers with which classes differ, while installing the program for 
viewing and listening to the animation of each multimedia server according to the 



individual in advance and taking time and effort, there was a trouble that it could 

not respond flexibly to modification of a program in a terminal unit. 

[0012] This invention was made in view of this trouble, and the purpose retrieves 

the animation information easily accumulated in two or more animation 

information distribution origin by one terminal unit, or is to offer the animation 

information distribution system and approach which made it possible to receive 

distribution. 

[0013] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The animation information distribution system 
of this invention is connected to a client through a network, and the World Wide 
Web which is the system made accessible is used for the information on the 
Internet. An information distribution means for animation information access to 
distribute the information for animation information access for realizing the 
retrieval demand function of animation information, and the retrieval result 
display function of animation information to a client according to access from a 
client, Connect with a client through a network and a retrieval demand of the 
animation information from the client using a retrieval demand function is 
accepted. An animation information retrieval means to distribute to a client the 
retrieval result which retrieves animation information on a network and includes 
the link information to animation information, It connects with a client through a 



network and has the animation information distribution means which distributes 
animation information according to access from the client using the link 
information included in the retrieval result displayed by the retrieval result display 
function. 

[0014] The animation information distribution approach of this invention uses for 
the information on the Internet the World Wide Web which is the system made 
accessible, and minds a network. The information distribution procedure for 
animation information access which distributes the information for animation 
information access for realizing the retrieval demand function of animation 
information, and the retrieval result display function of animation information to a 
client according to access from a client, A retrieval demand of the animation 
information from the client using a retrieval demand function is accepted through 
a network. The animation information retrieval procedure which distributes to a 
client the retrieval result which retrieves animation information on a network and 
includes the link information to animation information, According to access from 
the client using the link information included in the retrieval result displayed by 
the retrieval result display function, the animation information distribution 
procedure which distributes animation information is included through a network. 
[0015] In the animation information distribution system of this invention, the 
information for animation information access for realizing the retrieval demand 



function of animation information and the retrieval result display function of 
animation information to a client with the information distribution means for 
animation information access according to access from a client using World 
Wide Web is distributed. Moreover, retrieval of the animation information on a 
network is performed by the animation information retrieval means according to 
a retrieval demand of the animation information from the client using a retrieval 
demand function, and a retrieval result including the link information to animation 
information is distributed to a client. Moreover, distribution of animation 
information is performed by the animation information distribution means 
according to access from the client using the link information included in the 
retrieval result displayed by the retrieval result display function. 
[0016] By the animation information distribution approach of this invention, by 
the information distribution procedure for animation information access, World 
Wide Web is used and the information for animation information access for 
realizing the retrieval demand function of animation information and the retrieval 
result display function of animation information to a client is distributed through a 
network according to access from a client. Moreover, according to a retrieval 
demand of the animation information from the client which used the retrieval 
demand function through the network with the animation information retrieval 
procedure, retrieval of the animation information on a network is performed and 



a retrieval result including the link information to animation information is 
distributed to a client. Moreover, according to access from the client using the 
link information included in the retrieval result displayed by the retrieval result 
display function, distribution of animation information is performed by the 
animation information distribution procedure through a network. 
[0017] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] Hereafter, the gestalt of operation of this invention 
is explained to a detail with reference to a drawing. 

[0018] Drawing 3 is the explanatory view showing the configuration of the outline 
of the multimedia information distribution system as an animation information 
distribution system concerning the gestalt of 1 operation of this invention. This 
multimedia information distribution system is a system which offers the 
multimedia information on the request which includes animation information in 
the information on the Internet according to the demand from a client using the 
World Wide Web (it is described as WWW below World-Wide- Web;.) which is 
the system made accessible. In addition, below, animation information explains 
on behalf of multimedia information. 

[0019] The multimedia information distribution system 1 is connected to a 
network 2. Retrieval server 3S which distribute to a client the retrieval result 
which retrieves animation information on a network 2 and includes the link 



information to animation information according to a retrieval demand of the 
animation information from a client, Two or more multimedia servers 3A-3C from 
which it connects with a network 2, and the class which distributes the animation 
information on desired according to a demand differs, respectively while 
accumulating the animation information with which a client is provided, While 
connecting with a network 2 and displaying delivery and its retrieval result for a 
retrieval demand of animation information to retrieval server 3S, it has the 
terminal unit 4 as a client for reproducing animation information. 
[0020] In addition, there is especially no limit in the number of the terminal unit 4 
connected to a network 2, retrieval server 3S, and the multimedia servers 3A-3C, 
and the topology to the physical network 2. 

[0021] Retrieval server 3S correspond to the information distribution means for 
animation information access and animation information retrieval means in this 
invention, and the multimedia servers 3A-3C correspond to the animation 
information distribution means in this invention. 

[0022] Drawing 2 is the block diagram showing the hardware configuration of 
retrieval server 3S in drawing 3 , the multimedia servers 3A-3C, and a terminal 
unit 4. In addition, in this drawing, retrieval server 3S and the multimedia servers 
3A-3C are expressed as a server 3. 

[0023] The server 3 is equipped with the display 12 connected to the body 1 1 of 



a computer, and this body 11 of a computer, a keyboard 13, a mouse 14, and 
hard disk drive units 15a and 15b. The memory 22 in which the body 11 of a 
computer contains CPU (central processing unit)21, and ROM (read only 
memory) and RAM (random access memory), I/O which is connected to a 
display controller 23, and the keyboard 13 and mouse 14 for control of a display 
12, and controls I/O (it is hereafter described also as I/O.) It has a controller 24, 
the hard disk controller 25 for controlling hard disk drive units 15a and 15b, and 
the network controller 26 that is connected to a network 2 and controls a 
communication link, and these are mutually connected by the bus 27. CPU21 
performs the application program memorized by hard disk drive units 15a and 
15b by making RAM in memory 22 into a working area. 

[0024] The terminal unit 4 is equipped with the display 32 connected to the body 
31 of a computer, and this body 31 of a computer, a keyboard 33, a mouse 34, 
Loudspeakers 35a and 35b, and a hard disk drive unit 36. The memory 42 in 
which the body 31 of a computer contains CPU41, and ROM and RAM, The 
MPEG processing section 44 which performs compression of the display 
controller 43 for control of a display 32, and the image data based on MPEG 
(Moving Picture Experts Group) specification, and expanding processing, I/O 
controller 45 which is connected to a keyboard 33 and a mouse 34, and controls 
I/O, The sound controller 46 which controls the voice output from Loudspeakers 



35a and 35b, It has the hard disk controller 47 for controlling a hard disk drive 
unit 36, and the network controller 48 which is connected to a network 2 and 
controls a communication link, and these are mutually connected by the bus 49. 
In addition, you may realize by hardware and software may realize the MPEG 
processing section 44. CPU41 performs the application program memorized by 
the hard disk drive unit 36 by making RAM in memory 42 into a working area. In 
addition, a commercial internet browser operates, playback of the image data 
based on MPEG specification is possible for a terminal unit 4, and if it is a 
platform where a Java script operates, it will not have especially limitation of 
hardware. 

[0025] Drawing 1 is the functional block diagram showing the function of retrieval 
server 3S in drawing 3 , the multimedia servers 3A-3C, and a terminal unit 4. 
[0026] A terminal unit 4 is a terminal for performing retrieval directions of 
animation information, display of a retrieval result, and playback of animation 
information. This terminal unit 4 accessed the Internet using WWW, and is 
equipped with the Internet browser section 51 for receiving and displaying 
information. This Internet browser section 51 is general commercial browser 
software (for example, Netscape Navigator (Netscape Navigator (U.S. Netscape 
Communications trademark of a shrine)) is realized.). At the time of starting, by 
the Internet browser section 51, a terminal unit 4 acquires the homepage 52 for 



transparent access as information for animation information access, and can 
display it now from retrieval server 3S. 

[0027] The homepage 52 for transparent access is a user interface screen for 
performing the exchange with retrieval server 3S, and realizes transparent 
access which can access animation information, without a user being conscious 
of an address, a class, etc. of multimedia servers 3A-3C. The homepage 52 for 
transparent access consists of HTML (HyperText Markup Language) documents 
including the program described with Java programming language. 
[0028] The homepage 52 for transparent access has server list display / 
maintenance function 53, the keyword inquiry function 54, retrieval result display 
/ maintenance function 55, and the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56. 
Server list display / maintenance function 53 is a function created by retrieval 
server 3S to display and hold the list of multimedia servers with an accessible 
terminal unit 4 (list). 

[0029] The keyword inquiry function 54 is a function to transmit the keyword for 
making animation information retrieve to retrieval server 3S. The keyword inquiry 
function 54 transmits the keyword which a user inputs in order to retrieve 
animation information to retrieval server 3S as a retrieval demand. Retrieval 
result display / maintenance function 55 is a function to display and hold the 
retrieval result of the animation information by retrieval server 3S. 



[0030] The multimedia viewer acquisition function 56 is a function which 
acquires the multimedia viewer 57 which is a program required in order to 
reproduce the animation information distributed from a multimedia server from a 
multimedia server. In addition, the acquired multimedia viewer 57 is stored in a 
hard disk drive unit 36. In addition, the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56 
is acquired from the multimedia server, only when a terminal unit 4 accesses a 
multimedia server and the multimedia viewer required in order to reproduce the 
animation information distributed from the multimedia server is not acquired 
before. 

[0031] Each above-mentioned functions 53-56 in the homepage 52 for 
transparent access are realized when a terminal unit 4 performs the program 
described with the Java programming language included in an HTML document. 
[0032] Server list display / maintenance function 53 is equivalent to the list 
display function in this invention, and equivalent to the keyword inquiry function 
54 and the retrieval demand function in this invention, retrieval result display / 
maintenance function 55 is equivalent to the retrieval result display function in 
this invention, and the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56 corresponds 
[ function ] to the program acquisition function for playback in this invention in it. 
[0033] Retrieval server 3S are a server which has the function to create the 
server list made applicable to retrieval, to perform a search to the retrieval 



demand from a terminal unit 4, and to return a retrieval result to a terminal unit 4. 
Moreover, retrieval server 3S hold the homepage 52 for transparent access, and 
have the function downloaded to a terminal unit 4 according to the demand at 
the time of starting of a terminal unit 4. 

[0034] The internet server section 61 in which retrieval server 3S perform the 
exchange with a terminal unit 4 and the multimedia servers 3A-3C using WWW, 
This internet server section 61 is minded. A retrieval demand from a terminal unit 
4 Reception, Based on this retrieval demand, retrieval of animation information 
was directed to the multimedia servers 3A-3C, the retrieval result from the 
multimedia servers 3A-3C was adjusted, and it has the retrieval section 62 
distributed to a terminal unit 4. The internet server section 61 is realized by the 
software for performing informational management, distribution, etc. which are 
exhibited on the Internet using WWW. The retrieval section 62 will be realized by 
the software called the retrieval agent who performs retrieval processing 
autonomously and returns a retrieval result if the demand from a user is received. 
[0035] The retrieval section 62 creates the server list 63 which is a list of the 
multimedia server made applicable to retrieval, i.e., multimedia servers with an 
accessible terminal unit 4, and also has the function distributed to a terminal unit 
4 through the internet server section 61 . The server list 63 is stored in hard disk 
drive units 15a and 15b. The retrieval section 62 adds the identifier to the server 



list 63, when a terminal unit 4 accesses retrieval server 3S, other multimedia 
servers which exist on a network 2 are looked for based on the server list 63 
including the identifier of current and the multimedia server currently recognized 
and a new multimedia server is discovered. Grasp of the newest accessible 
multimedia server is thereby always attained. 

[0036] Moreover, retrieval server 3S hold the homepage 52 for transparent 
access, and download the homepage 52 for transparent access to a terminal 
unit 4 through the internet server section 61 according to the demand at the time 
of starting of a terminal unit 4. 

[0037] The multimedia servers 3A-3C are servers which have the function which 
retrieves the title information corresponding to animation information, downloads 
the multimedia viewer 57 to a terminal unit 4 if needed according to the function 
to return a retrieval result to retrieval server 3S, and the playback demand from a 
terminal unit 4, according to the demand of retrieval server 3S, and distributes 
animation information to a terminal unit 4. 

[0038] The multimedia servers 3A-3C are equipped with the internet server 
section 64 which performs the exchange with retrieval server 3S and a terminal 
unit 4, the distribution section 65 which cooperates with the multimedia viewer 
57 through this internet server section 64, and distributes animation information 
to a terminal unit 4, and the database engine section 66 which retrieves title 



information according to the retrieval demand from retrieval server 3S, and 
returns a retrieval result to retrieval server 3S, respectively. The internet server 
section 64, the distribution section 65, and the database engine section 66 are 
realized by software, respectively. 

[0039] Moreover, the multimedia servers 3A-3C hold the multimedia viewer 57 
required to reproduce the animation information 67 distributed to a terminal unit 
4, the title information 68 corresponding to this animation information 67, and the 
animation information 67, respectively. The animation information 67 includes 
the information on the title corresponding to each contents in the title information 
68 (it is described as titles 1 and 2 and «N by a diagram.) including the data of 
two or more contents (it is described as animations 1 and 2 and --N by a 
diagram.). The animation information 67, the title information 68, and the 
multimedia viewer 57 are stored in hard disk drive units 15a and 15b. 
[0040] The database engine section 66 is realized by the database management 
system (DBMS;Database Management System) (Sybase (trademark of U.S. 
Sybase Inc)), for example, Sybase. The database engine section 66 retrieves 
the title information 68 using SQL (Structured Query Language; structured query 
language) according to the retrieval demand from the retrieval section 62 of 
retrieval server 3S. The title of the animation information applicable to retrieval 
conditions, the identifier of the multimedia server in which the animation 



information exists, The internet server section 64 is minded for the retrieval 
result containing URL (Uniform Resource Locator) which shows the file name of 
the animation information, and the access approach to the storage place and its 
storage place of the animation information. The retrieval section 62 of retrieval 
server 3S is answered. 

[0041] The internet server section 64 distributes the multimedia viewer 57 to a 
terminal unit 4 according to the multimedia viewer acquisition demand using the 
multimedia viewer acquisition function 56 of the homepage 52 for transparent 
access from a terminal unit 4. 

[0042] The multimedia viewer 57 is a program for animation playback 
corresponding to the contents type (for example, compression method of an 
animation) of the animation information 67, and has become the plug-in software 
of the Internet browser. When the accessed terminal unit 4 does not hold the 
multimedia viewer 57, a terminal unit 4 becomes reproducible [ an animation ] by 
downloading the multimedia viewer 57 to a terminal unit 4, without being 
dependent on the class of multimedia server. 

[0043] Here, with reference to drawing 4 , the screen configuration of the 
homepage 52 for transparent access is explained. The homepage 52 for 
transparent access is distributed to the center section of the screen from a 
multimedia server, has the animation information playback section 71 for 



displaying the animation information reproduced by the multimedia viewer 57, 
and has the animation information control carbon button 72 for controlling 
playback and a halt of animation information to this animation information 
playback section 71 down side. Moreover, the homepage 52 for transparent 
access It has the keyword input section 73 for inputting a keyword into the 
animation information playback section 71 bottom by the keyword inquiry 
function 54. On the right-hand side of the animation information playback section 
71 by server list display / maintenance function 53 It has the server list display 
74 for a terminal unit 4 to display the list of the identifiers of an accessible 
multimedia server, and has the retrieval result display 75 for displaying the 
retrieval result displayed on the left-hand side of the animation information 
playback section 71 by retrieval result display / maintenance function 55. 
[0044] The identifier and icon of a multimedia server with an accessible terminal 
unit 4 are displayed on the server list display 74. At both the identifier and icon of 
a multimedia server, URL as a link information for accessing to the multimedia 
server is embedded. The title where URL of the animation information which was 
retrieved based on the keyword which the user inputted by the keyword input 
section 73, and was acquired was embedded is displayed on the retrieval result 
display 75. 

[0045] Next, with reference to drawing 5 thru/or drawing 8 , actuation of the 



multimedia information distribution system 1 as an animation information 
distribution system concerning the gestalt of this operation is explained. The 
explanatory view, drawing 7 , and drawing 8 which show the sequence of 
processing [ in / in the explanatory view in which drawing 5 shows transition of 
the screen display of the homepage for transparent access, and drawing 6 / a 
terminal unit 4 retrieval server 3S, and the multimedia servers 3A-3C ] are the 
explanatory view showing serially the processing in a terminal unit 4, retrieval 
server 3S, and the multimedia servers 3A-3C. In addition, the following 
explanation serves as explanation of the animation information distribution 
approach concerning the gestalt of this operation. 

[0046] In the multimedia information distribution system 1, first, a terminal unit 4 
starts browser software (step S1), by the Internet browser section 51, specifies 
accessible retrieval server 3S, and connects them to retrieval server 3S (step 
S2). Retrieval server 3S distribute the homepage 52 for transparent access to a 
terminal unit 4 through the internet server section 61 (step S3). Next, a terminal 
unit 4 acquires the homepage 52 for transparent access distributed from 
retrieval server 3S, and as shown in drawing 5 (a), it displays it by the Internet 
browser section 51 (step S4). 

[0047] On the other hand, retrieval server 3S search for the multimedia server 
which exists on a network 2 by the retrieval section 62 (step S5). The multimedia 



server which exists on a network 2 answers the retrieval section 62 of retrieval 
server 3S by using self identifier and icon of a multimedia server as retrieval 
result data (step S6). Although the retrieval section 62 of retrieval server 3S 
adds the identifier and icon to the server list 63 and is in the server list 63 when a 
new multimedia server is discovered, the identifier and icon of a multimedia 
server which turned out for access to be impossible are deleted from the server 
list 63, update the server list 63, and transmit it to a terminal unit 4 (step S7). As 
a terminal unit 4 acquires the server list 63 (step S7), for example, showed it to 
drawing 5 (b) by server list display / maintenance function 53 of the homepage 
52 for transparent access, the list of multimedia servers (Server Name and icon) 
is displayed on the server list display 74 (step S8). In drawing 5 (b), the server A 
currently displayed on the server list display 74, Server B, and Server C support 
the multimedia servers 3A, 3B, and 3C, respectively. In addition, URL of a server 
is embedded by both the Server Name and icons that are displayed at the server 
list display 74, and when a user chooses this Server Name and icon, a terminal 
unit 4 is accessed at the server of URL embedded at selected Server Name or 
an icon. 

[0048] Next, in the homepage 52 for transparent access, a user inputs into the 
keyword input section 73 the keyword about the title of animation information 
which wants to search, as shown in drawing 5 (b). According to this, the keyword 



inquiry function 54 of the homepage 52 for transparent access is transmitted to 
retrieval server 3S by considering the inputted keyword as a retrieval demand 
(step S9). The retrieval section 62 of retrieval server 3S transmits a retrieval 
demand to each multimedia servers 3A, 3B, and 3C which exist in a server list, 
and directs retrieval of animation information (step S10). According to this 
retrieval demand, each multimedia servers 3A, 3B, and 3C retrieve the title 
information 68 by the database engine section 66, and answer the retrieval 
section 62 of retrieval server 3S, respectively in a retrieval result including the 
title of the animation information applicable to a retrieval demand, the identifier of 
the multimedia server in which that animation information exists, and the file 
name of animation information (step S11). The retrieval section 62 adjusts the 
retrieval result from each multimedia servers 3A, 3B, and 3C, and transmits to a 
terminal unit 4 as a criminal investigation result list (step S12). A terminal unit 4 
acquires this retrieval result list, and by retrieval result display / maintenance 
function 55 of the homepage 52 for transparent access, as shown in drawing 5 
(c), it displays the list of titles of the animation information which it is as a result 
of retrieval on the retrieval result display 75 of the homepage 52 for transparent 
access (step S13). 

[0049] Next, a user chooses the title 76 of the animation information on desired 
from the lists of titles of the animation information currently displayed on the 



retrieval result display 75 (step S14). Directly, it connects with the multimedia 
server (at the example shown in drawing 6 , it is multimedia server 3C) in which 
the selected animation information is accumulated based on URL currently 
embedded in the title of the selected animation information (step S 15), and a 
terminal unit 4 transmits the file name of the selected animation information to it. 
The connected multimedia server transmits the type (for example, compression 
method of an animation) of animation information to a terminal unit 4 based on 
the file name of this animation information (step S16). 

[0050] It checks whether the multimedia viewer corresponding to the type of the 
animation information which acquired the type of this animation information and 
was acquired by the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56 of the homepage 
52 for transparent access has already downloaded the terminal unit 4 (step S17). 
When having not downloaded, by the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56, 
from the multimedia server which requires animation information, a terminal unit 
4 transmits the multimedia viewer name corresponding to a type to the animation 
information, and requires download of a multimedia viewer (step S18). The 
multimedia server which received this demand transmits the multimedia viewer 
57 to a terminal unit 4 (step S19). A terminal unit 4 downloads this multimedia 
viewer 57 by the multimedia viewer acquisition function 56. In addition, in a 
terminal unit 4, when the corresponding multimedia viewer has already 



downloaded, the multimedia viewer is reused and steps S17-S19 are not 
performed. 

[0051] Next, a multimedia server distributes the animation information 
corresponding to the file name of the animation information transmitted from the 
terminal unit 4 (step S20). A terminal unit 4 reproduces the distributed animation 
information using the multimedia viewer 57 (step S20). As shown in drawing 5 
(d), animation information is displayed on the dynamic-image playback section 
71 of the homepage 52 for transparent access, and a user views and listens to 
this. Then, termination of distribution of the animation information from a 
multimedia server also ends playback of the animation information in a terminal 
unit 4 (step S21). 

[0052] According to the animation information distribution system and the 
animation information distribution approach of starting the gestalt of this 
operation, as explained above According to access to retrieval server 3S from a 
terminal unit 4, a terminal unit 4 is received from retrieval server 3S. While the 
homepage 52 for transparent access is distributed and a user enables it to 
perform a retrieval demand of animation information using this homepage 52 for 
transparent access According to this retrieval demand, retrieval server 3S 
retrieve animation information on a network, distribute a retrieval result to a 
terminal unit 4, and a user uses this retrieval result. Since it enabled it to receive 



distribution of animation information from a multimedia server, the retrieval and 
viewing and listening of animation information of a user are attained transparent, 
without being conscious of a whereabouts location, a class, etc. of multimedia 
server. 

[0053] Moreover, actuation becomes easy, while the terminal unit which was 
required only for the number of the classes of multimedia server will require only 
one common terminal unit 4 and can reduce cost conventionally. 
[0054] Moreover, from a terminal unit 4, it is not necessary to retrieve animation 
information according to an individual, it becomes possible to two or more 
multimedia servers to retrieve animation information which made applicable to 
retrieval once all the multimedia servers that can be accessed by retrieval, and 
actuation becomes easy. 

[0055] Moreover, since the actuation in a terminal unit 4 becomes a thing using 
general browser software, it excels in versatility. Moreover, construction of the 
user interface in a terminal unit 4 becomes easy. 

[0056] Moreover, since the terminal unit 4 created the list of accessible 
multimedia servers when retrieval server 3S were accessed from a terminal unit 
4, grasp of the newest accessible multimedia server is attained, and while not 
resetting a terminal unit 4 and not taking time and effort to modification of the 
change in the multimedia server distributed etc. further, overlooking modification 



of a multimedia server is lost and it excels in expandability. 

[0057] Moreover, in a terminal unit 4, while not installing the program 

(multimedia viewer) for viewing and listening to the animation information 

accumulated in two or more multimedia servers in advance and not taking time 

and effort, it can respond flexibly to modification of a program. 

[0058] Moreover, a terminal unit 4 will become possible [ receiving distribution of 

the animation information from all accessible multimedia servers ], if at least one 

set of accessible retrieval server 3S is known. 

[0059] In addition, although it explained that this invention was not limited to the 
gestalt of the above-mentioned implementation, for example, respectively 
separate hardware realized one retrieval server 3S and two or more multimedia 
servers 3A-3C with the gestalt of operation, the same hardware may realize one 
retrieval server and 1 multimedia server, it may unify, and the multimedia server 
containing a retrieval server may be prepared. In this case, the internet server 
section of a retrieval server and a multimedia server becomes common. 
[0060] Moreover, in the multimedia server containing a retrieval server, when the 
retrieval demand (step S5) of a multimedia server is received from other retrieval 
servers, it searches also from the multimedia server further, and it also becomes 
possible to answer a letter in a retrieval result to the retrieval server which 
emitted the retrieval demand, therefore, when two or more multimedia servers 



containing a retrieval server exist The retrieval server accessed first emits a 
retrieval demand to the multimedia server which the retrieval server already 
knows. The multimedia server which received the retrieval demand emits a 
sequential retrieval demand to the multimedia server which self knows further. 
Creation of a perfect server list is attained by making a retrieval result the 
multimedia server which received the retrieval demand answer a letter to the 
server which emitted the retrieval demand, respectively. 

[0061] In addition, when the retrieval server which a terminal unit 4 accesses first 
when two or more retrieval servers exist is decided, the retrieval server 
accessed first needs to hold the homepage for transparent access. 
[0062] 

[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, according to claim 1 thru/or an 
animation information distribution system given in four or claim 5 thru/or the 
animation information distribution approach given in eight Use World Wide Web 
and it responds to access from a client through a network. Distribute the 
information for animation information access to a client, and a retrieval demand 
of the animation information from a client is accepted. Retrieve animation 
information on a network and a retrieval result including the link information to 
animation information is distributed to a client. Moreover, since it was made to 
distribute animation information according to access from the client using the link 



information included in a retrieval result The effectiveness of retrieving easily the 
animation information accumulated in two or more animation information 
distribution origin with one terminal unit, or becoming possible to receive 
distribution is done so. 

[0063] Moreover, since according to the animation information distribution 
system according to claim 2 or 3 or the animation information distribution 
approach according to claim 6 or 7 it searches for the animation information 
distribution origin on a network and the list of animation information distribution 
origin was created, the effectiveness that grasp of the accessible newest 
animation information distribution origin is still attained is done so. 
[0064] Moreover, according to an animation information distribution system 
according to claim 4 or the animation information distribution approach 
according to claim 8, since it enabled it to distribute a program required for 
playback of animation information to a terminal unit if needed, with a terminal 
unit, the effectiveness of it becoming unnecessary to hold a program required for 
playback of animation information in advance is done so. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the functional block diagram showing the function of the retrieval 
server in the animation information distribution system concerning the gestalt of 
1 operation of this invention, a multimedia server, and a terminal unit. 
[Drawing 2] It is the block diagram showing the hardware configuration of the 
retrieval server in the animation information distribution system concerning the 
gestalt of 1 operation of this invention, a multimedia server, and a terminal unit. 
[Drawing 3] It is the explanatory view showing the configuration of the outline of 
the animation information distribution system concerning the gestalt of 1 
operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 4] It is an explanatory view for explaining the configuration of the 
screen of the homepage for transparent access in the gestalt of 1 operation of 
this invention. 

[Drawing 5] It is an explanatory view for explaining screen transition of the 
homepage for transparent access at the time of actuation of the animation 
information distribution system concerning the gestalt of 1 operation of this 
invention. 

[Drawing 6] It is an explanatory view for explaining the sequence of the 
processing in the animation information distribution system concerning the 
gestalt of 1 operation of this invention. 



in 



[Draw ing 7] It is an explanatory view for explaining the flow of the processing 
the animation information distribution system concerning the gestalt of 1 
operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 8] It is an explanatory view for explaining the flow of the processing in 
the animation information distribution system concerning the gestalt of 1 
operation of this invention. 

fDrawing 9] It is the explanatory view showing an example of the conventional 
multimedia information distribution structure of a system. 
[Description of Notations] 

1 [ - A multimedia server, 4 / - A terminal unit, 51 / - The Internet browser 
section, 57 / - The homepage for transparent access, 61 / - The internet server 
section, 62 / -- The retrieval section, 64 / - The internet server section, 65 / ~ 
The distribution section, 66 / -- Database engine section ] - A multimedia 
information distribution system, 2 - A network, 3S - A retrieval server, 3A, 3B, 
3C 



